
Exploring Faith and 

Knowledge in 1 John
The First Epistle of John presents a profound exploration of faith, 

knowledge, and the believer's relationship with God. This letter, written 

by the Apostle John, delves deep into the nature of Christian 

experience, emphasizing the interconnectedness of faith, love, and 

obedience. Throughout the epistle, John employs the Greek term 

"ginōskō" (to know) to convey a rich, multifaceted understanding of 

spiritual knowledge that transcends mere intellectual assent. This 

knowledge is rooted in divine revelation and manifests in 

transformative experiences that shape the believer's life and 

relationship with God.

Thought Block Bible Study



The Relationship Between Faith and Knowledge in 1 John

In 1 John, faith and knowledge are intricately connected, forming a tapestry of spiritual experience that goes beyond intellectual understanding. John 

presents knowledge as a fruit of faith, while simultaneously portraying faith as deepened by experiential knowledge of God. This reciprocal relationship is 

central to John's theology.

The apostle emphasizes that true knowledge of God is evidenced by practical manifestations in the believer's life, such as obedience to God's commands and 

love for fellow believers. This knowledge is not static but dynamic, growing as one's faith matures and experiences of God deepen.

1 Initial Faith

Belief in the gospel message and acceptance of Christ as Savior.

2 Experiential Knowledge

Growing in understanding through obedience and communion with God.

3 Deepened Faith

Strengthened belief based on personal experiences and revelations.

4 Transformative Knowledge

Profound understanding that reshapes one's identity and actions.



The Foundation of Faith in God's Revelation

John grounds the experiences and personal knowledge of believers in the foundation of actual faith, which is itself rooted in God's self-

revelation. This revelation is not abstract but concrete, centered on the historical reality of Jesus Christ's incarnation. John 

emphatically states that the apostles have seen, heard, and touched the Word of Life (1 John 1:1-3), establishing faith on the solid ground 

of eyewitness testimony.

This emphasis on the tangible nature of God's revelation serves to combat early Gnostic heresies that denied the physical reality of 

Christ's incarnation. By anchoring faith in historical events and sensory experiences, John affirms that true spiritual knowledge is not 

divorced from the material world but is intimately connected to it.

Incarnation

God's revelation through the physical presence of Jesus 

Christ, witnessed by the apostles.

Apostolic Testimony

The eyewitness accounts that form the basis of the Christian 

faith and doctrine.

Holy Spirit's Witness

The internal confirmation of truth provided by the indwelling 

Spirit to believers.

Transformative Experience

The practical outworking of faith in the believer's life, 

confirming the reality of God's revelation.



Personal Revelation vs. Intellectual Belief

In 1 John, faith is portrayed primarily as a personal revelation rather than merely an intellectual belief or doctrinal adherence. 

John emphasizes a faith that is experiential, transformative, and relational. This distinction is crucial to understanding the 

epistle's message about the nature of true Christian knowledge.

While John does not dismiss the importance of sound doctrine, he consistently points to the life-changing impact of a 

genuine encounter with God. This personal revelation is characterized by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, a 

transformative love for God and others, and an assurance of salvation that goes beyond mental assent to propositional 

truths.

Intellectual Belief

• Cognitive acceptance of 

doctrines

• Theoretical understanding

• Based on logical reasoning

• May not affect behavior

Personal Revelation

• Experiential knowledge of God

• Transformative encounter

• Guided by the Holy Spirit

• Results in changed behavior

Synthesis in 1 John

John presents a faith that integrates 

both intellectual understanding and 

personal revelation, emphasizing that 

true knowledge of God leads to 

practical obedience and love.



The Divine Origin of Faith

John's epistle presents faith as originating from God rather than being derived from human intellect or effort. This divine origin of 

faith is fundamental to John's understanding of the believer's relationship with God and the nature of spiritual knowledge.

The apostle emphasizes that genuine faith is a gift from God, initiated by His love and sustained by His Spirit. This perspective 

challenges the notion of faith as a purely human endeavor and instead portrays it as a response to God's prior action and ongoing 

presence in the believer's life.

God's Initiative

God's love and self-

revelation in Christ serve 

as the starting point for 

faith.

Divine Enablement

The Holy Spirit empowers 

believers to respond to 

God's revelation with faith.

Human Response

Individuals embrace God's 

gift of faith, leading to a 

transformative relationship 

with Him.

Ongoing Sustenance

God continually nurtures 

and strengthens faith 

through His Spirit and 

Word.



The Concept of "Knowing" in 1 John

John's use of the Greek term "ginōskō" (to know) in his epistle conveys a rich, multifaceted understanding of spiritual 

knowledge. This concept of knowing is built upon the primary experience of God's revelatory actions and the believer's 

response to them. It encompasses not just cognitive understanding but also relational intimacy and experiential 

certainty.
For John, knowing God involves a personal encounter with divine love, obedience to God's commands, and the inner 

witness of the Holy Spirit. This knowledge is transformative, affecting every aspect of the believer's life and relationship 

with both God and fellow believers.

Relational Intimacy

Knowing God through 

personal experience of His 

love and presence.

Spiritual Insight

Understanding divine 

truths through the 

illumination of the Holy 

Spirit.

Obedient Response

Demonstrating knowledge 

of God through faithful 

obedience to His 

commands.

Assurance of Salvation

Salvation

Confidence in one's 

relationship with God and 

eternal destiny.



The Role of Love in Knowing God

In 1 John, love plays a central role in the believer's knowledge of God. John emphatically states that "God is love" (1 John 4:8), making love not just an 

attribute of God but His very essence. Consequently, the experience and expression of love become key indicators of genuine knowledge of God.

John teaches that those who truly know God will manifest His love in their lives, particularly in their relationships with other believers. This love is not 

merely an emotion but an active, self-giving commitment that reflects the character of God Himself. The apostle presents a cyclical relationship 

between love and knowledge: as believers grow in their knowledge of God, they grow in love; and as they practice love, their knowledge of God 

deepens.

Aspect of Love Relation to Knowing God Scriptural Reference

Source of Love God's love initiates our knowledge of Him 1 John 4:19

Evidence of Knowledge Love for others proves knowledge of God 1 John 4:7-8

Means of Knowing Practicing love deepens knowledge of God 1 John 4:12

Perfection of Knowledge Perfect love leads to complete knowledge 1 John 4:17-18



Assurance and Certainty in 1 John

A prominent theme in 1 John is the assurance and certainty that believers can have in their relationship with God. John repeatedly uses 

phrases like "we know" and "you may know" to emphasize the confidence that comes from genuine faith and knowledge of God. This 

assurance is not based on wishful thinking or mere emotion but on the solid foundation of God's revelation in Christ and the internal witness 

of the Holy Spirit.

John provides several "tests" or evidences by which believers can confirm the authenticity of their faith and knowledge of God. These include 

obedience to God's commands, love for fellow believers, and belief in Jesus as the incarnate Son of God. The apostle's goal is to provide his 

readers with a firm basis for spiritual certainty, anchoring their faith in both objective truth and subjective experience.

1 Obedience as Assurance

John teaches that keeping God's commands is evidence of 

knowing Him (1 John 2:3-5), providing believers with a 

practical measure of their relationship with God.

2 Love as Confirmation

The presence of genuine love for others serves as a tangible 

sign of one's knowledge of God and birth from above (1 John 

4:7-8).

3 Spirit's Testimony

The internal witness of the Holy Spirit provides believers with 

an inner assurance of their relationship with God (1 John 3:24; 

4:13).

4 Faith in Christ

Belief in Jesus as the Son of God is presented as the 

foundation for assurance of eternal life (1 John 5:13), linking 

faith directly to spiritual certainty.
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